
A Newsletter from the
Texas Department of Transportation

Corpus Christi District
November 2012

®

What’s New?

continued 

ccharborbridgeproject.com

Please Join Us for a
Public Meeting on the 
Harbor Bridge Project
Review with staff the preliminary 
designs for four project alternatives

Visit with TxDOT historians about  
historic resources in the project area

Tuesday, December 4, 2012
Open House: 5 - 6:30 pm
TxDOT Presentation: 6:30 - 7 pm
Public Comment Session: 7 - 8 pm

Congressman Solomon P. Ortiz 
International Center
Nueces Room
402 Harbor Drive, 
Corpus Christi, TX

If you have special communication 
or accommodation needs, please 
contact the district public informa-
tion officer at 361-808-2481 at 
least two days before the meeting. 
Because the public meeting will be 
conducted in English, any requests 
for language interpreters or other 
special communication needs 
should also be made at least two 
days before the public meeting. 
TxDOT will make every reasonable 
effort to accommodate these needs.

For additional information, contact 
Victor Vourcos at 361-808-2378 or 
visit our website at  
ccharborbridgeproject.com.

Public Meeting Notice

Preliminary Alternative Designs Available 
for Viewing at Public Meeting 
At the public meeting on December 
4, 2012, you have an opportunity to 
look at and comment on the prelimi-
nary designs for the four alternatives 
now being considered for the pro-
posed replacement of the existing 
Harbor Bridge and compare them to 
the No-Build Alternative (leaving the 
existing bridge in place). TxDOT and 
the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) have not yet made any deci-
sions about which alternative is pre-
ferred (including the No-Build) and 
your input will be considered as they 
move forward with the project. 

Each of these proposed designs is 
still preliminary and subject to 
change, but shows a basic footprint 
for the red, green, orange, and west 
alternatives (shown on the map on 
page 2). They give enough detail that 
you can see the proposed on- and 
off- ramps and the streets, as well as 
local areas and communities that 
might be affected by that alternative. 
If you live in or own a business in the 
project area, you can find your street 
and property on these design drawings.

Public meeting participants will be 
encouraged to carefully study the 
alternative maps and point out any 
features that might be missing, as 
well as ramps and streets that pro-
vide access points to neighborhoods 

and businesses or local landmarks 
that should be considered. During 
preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS), which is now 
underway, project team members will 
be identifying and analyzing the 
potential effects of each alternative 
(including the No-Build) on the local 
community and environment. With 
input from the public, they can have 
a more accurate picture of just how 
each proposed and the No-Build 
alternative might affect the local  
community.

Also available at the meeting will 
be visualizations of the proposed 
bridge alternatives. These visualiza-
tions will enable someone to see 
what an alternative would look like if 
he/she were standing in a particular 
spot in a neighborhood.

Visualizations have been created 
for all four possible build alternatives.  
The No-Build alternative would look 
the same as it does now. 

The public meeting will include an 
open house (during which participants 
may review the alternative maps and 
visualizations, as well as other infor-
mation), a short presentation by 
TxDOT, and a public comment ses-
sion. Those with special needs or 
who need Spanish translation are 
urged to contact TxDOT before the 
meeting (see meeting ad for specifics).
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Community members had many ideas 
about proposed project alternatives.

Nueces Bay

Corpus Christi
Ship Channel

Corpus Christi Bay

Corpus Christi

Crosstown
Expressway

407

544

286

544

Red Alternative

Orange
Alternative

To Portl
and

To San Antonio

To SPID

West Alternative

Harbor
Bridge

Corpus Christi Ship Channel

Green
Alternative

181

37

Four build alternatives, 
along with the no-build 
alternative, are being 
considered for the Harbor 
Bridge Project.

Project Area Historic Resources  
Being Identified

Another part of the EIS process 
for the Harbor Bridge project is to 
identify potential historic properties 
in the proposed project area in order 
to comply with the National Historic 
Preservation Act's Section 106 review 
process. These properties are build-
ings, houses, or other structures that 
are at least 50 years old.   

Project team members, working 
closely with TxDOT historians, are 
identifying historic properties in the 
project area and will be determining 
whether any of the four project alter-

natives might have any potential 
adverse effects on the properties. 
Using this process, project team 
members are also identifying ways to 
avoid, minimize or mitigate any 
adverse effect if they are identified.

Project team historians will be at 
the public meeting on December 4th 
to talk with anyone with an interest 
in one or more of the historic prop-
erties. Anyone with a concern or 
other interest can sign up to be on 
an “interested parties” list for further 
communications with the project 
team.

Neighborhood meetings give Local 
Residents a Chance to Communicate with 
Project Team Members

From September to November of 
this year, TxDOT and its consultants 
have been holding a series of neigh-
borhood meetings to find out what 
community members are thinking 
about the proposed replacement of 
the Harbor Bridge. Designed as 
informal question and answer ses-
sions, these small group meetings, 
which have attracted nearly 200 peo-
ple, have been held in eight locations 
in the project area:

North Beach Association 
(North Beach)

St Paul’s United Methodist Church 
(Northside)

Kelsey Memorial United Methodist 
Church (Central)

Garcia Arts Center (Crosstown West)

Oak Park Elementary School (Westside)

Portland Community Center

Oveal Williams Senior Center

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
(Dona Park/Academy Heights).
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CAC and TAC Met Again in October
The Citizens’ Advisory Committee 

(CAC) and Technical Advisory 
Committees (TAC) met again in 
October 2012. These committees 
were formed to enable local commu-
nity members to easily interact with 
TxDOT and the FHWA during the 
Harbor Bridge project. They provide 
valuable feedback on proposed proj-
ect plans and serve as a link between 
the project sponsors (TxDOT and 
FHWA) and the local community. 
For instance, when TxDOT wanted 
to know the best ways of reaching 
out to the community, CAC and TAC 
members offered suggestions about 
how public meetings could be adver-

tised and where the best meeting 
locations might be.

At the October meetings, CAC 
and TAC members got an opportuni-
ty to look at the preliminary designs 
for the project alternatives. Each 
group got a chance to review the 
proposed alternative designs in detail 
and offered their opinions regarding 
possible positive and negative effects 
of each design alternative, as well as 
any other possible issue associated 
with each alternative including the 
No-Build.

For more information on the CAC 
and TAC meetings, visit our website 
at ccharborbridgeproject.com

“These kinds of meetings help 
TxDOT and their consultants to get a 
better understanding of the local 
community and give us a chance to 
answer questions about the project 
in an informal setting,” says Victor 
Vourcos, TxDOT project manager for 
the Harbor Bridge Project. “We’re 
happy to meet with any group that 
has questions or would like to share 
their opinions about our proposed 
project.” 

The neighborhood meetings serve 
a dual purpose: they are part of the 
project’s public involvement activities 
and also provide important informa-
tion for the Community Impact 
Assessment that is being developed 
as part of the EIS. This assessment 
will profile each potentially affected 
neighborhood, determine any poten-
tial impacts of the project on that 
neighborhood, and identify any nec-
essary solutions.

Those who attended the recent 
meetings had many questions and 
comments for the Harbor Bridge 
Project team. Many of the questions 
had to do with proposed on and off 
ramps, the proposed height of a new 
bridge and bridge approaches, and 

the schedule for the project, as well 
as how individual project alternatives 
would affect neighborhoods, church-
es, and recreational areas.

Another important part of the 
community meetings was the intro-
duction of the Harbor Bridge com-
munity survey. This survey is intend-
ed to gather information about 
potential impacts of the project alter-
natives on local residents and busi-
ness owners. If you have not filled 
out one of these surveys, please go 
online and fill one out at ccharbor-
bridgeproject.com or ask us for a 
hard copy (see contact information in 
this newsletter). We want to hear 
from you. 

Complete a Community Survey and voice your opinions about the 
Harbor Bridge Project and how it might affect your neighborhood. Fill out 
one online at www.ccharborbridgeproject.com or request a paper copy 
from Victor Vourcos at Victor.Vourcos@txdot.gov or at 361-808-2378.

CAC members reviewed the preliminary 
designs for the four proposed project 
alternatives.



Victor Vourcos
TxDOT Corpus Christi District
1701 S. Padre Island Drive
Corpus Christi, TX 78416

TxDOT will continue to prepare the draft EIS. You may 
see members of our project team in your community as they 
collect information on historic resources, hazardous materials, 
and other natural and human resources. The draft EIS is sched-
uled for completion by 2013.

Public involvement activities continue. The Harbor Bridge website is updated whenever new information 
becomes available. The CAC and TAC will continue to meet about three times a year. The next CAC and TAC meetings 
will take place during the first quarter of 2013.

Expect another public meeting--this time a Design Guideline Workshop—in 2013. This workshop will 
enable the community to look at potential bridge designs and offer ideas and comments about which ones seem most 
appropriate for this community while comparing them to the No-Build Alternative. 

TxDOT welcomes requests for presentations from local neighborhood associations, groups, or other 
organizations. If you would like to schedule a presentation and question/answer session, please contact 
Victor Vourcos.

What’s coming up next?

For more information on the Harbor 
Bridge Project, or to be added to our 
mailing list, visit our website at  
ccharborbridgeproject.com or  
contact Victor Vourcos at  
Victor.Vourcos@txdot.gov or at  
361-808-2378.


